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SHOULD PROSTITUTION
BE MADE LEGAL?

Many promjnent persons were writing letters to the Editor in
Daily Press urging abolition of restrictions on the profession of
prostitution. Such letters were published in the cities of Bombay
and Delhi. They have advanced the following line of argument in
support of their plea.

The Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act is defective. It is very
difficult if not impossible to implement any legislation, however rigid
it may be in the social field. The Police Department is becoming
immoral and corrupt thanks to the several defects and lacunae in
the said act. Therefore social life is being corrupted. The real
offenders are escaping the clutches of law. The venereal diseases
are spreading far and wide. Even married women are becoming
prostitutes.

It may be mentioned that all these grounds are not urged by
all the advocates of legalisation. Each category of persons is putting
forward one or more reasons. But all of them seem to agree that
prostitution must be legalised and that the Government should control
the profession. According to them the Government is to grant
licences to brothels and to determine the distance of their location
from educational institutions. In addition the Government is expected
to stipulate and prescribe periodical medical check-ups for prostitutes
and also get them treated for various diseases. Mr. Enrich Medina,
a member of Parliament of Philippines moved a private bill in the
Parliament of that country on similar lines. The women of that country
protested against the bill and opposed it. They cited the following
factors in support of their opposition. The bill contributes to the
growth of prostitution. It complicates the country's social and
economic problems. The people, and that too women, ought to take
up such professions and follow such vocations that will enhance the
purity of life and the status of individuals. It is no doubt true that
ft is the duty of women to contribute to the social and economic
development of the country.

It may be good for the country to earn profit anck foreign
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